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IN MY BACKYARD

(ÉdiPax)

How to use this book
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 in your classroom 
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How to make the most of the author’s visit

Suggestions from the author, Kees Vanderheyden,

and from Sylvie Landry, teacher 

at École de la Mosaïque, Saint-Basile-le-Grand

 2005

Dear Teacher,

Here is a simple teaching guide prepared with two goals in mind: to help children in elementary school learn about the lives of children during the Second World War while also developing skills that are specific to their education level. 

This guide is based on my book about the Second World War, War and Peace in My Backyard (my personal childhood memories about the German occupation of Holland and liberation by the Canadians). I have had the opportunity to talk about these personal events with about 12,000 kids.

Referring to pages of the books, the guide provides a basis for thinking about the Second World War and the fate of the children who lived through this dramatic conflict on a daily basis. It also provides a broad choice of activities related to the various skills targeted by the school curriculum. 

A list of books for children about the Second World War is provided in the appendix, along with a selection of web sites and a few films about the lives of children at that time. 

This guide is the result of my collaboration with an experienced teacher, Sylvie Landry, at the École de la Mosaïque, in Saint-Basile-le-Grand. 

The purpose of our initiative is to promote peace and compassion while perfecting certain skills. 


Kees Vanderheyden 
TABLE OF CONTENTS

1. Objectives
4

2. Teaching suggestions based on the program
 5

3. Specific pages of the book for activities
7
4. Suggested themes for class projects
 9
5. Resources:
10
• Books for children about the Second World War 


    10
• Four films about children who lived during the Second World War   14  
• Websites about the Second World War 




    15
6. Canadians during the Second World War
16
7. Numbers of victims
 17
OBJECTIVES OF THE GUIDE

1. To start students thinking about war, based on the memories of children who lived through the Second World War.

2. To reveal the unique lives of children during times of war.

3. To suggest activities to enhance the skills of elementary schoolchildren. 

TEACHING SUGGESTIONS

1. LANGUAGE SKILLS 

Reading 

• Reading by the students: 

The teacher may choose from among the themes presented above, depending on his/her tastes and concerns. 

• Reading by the teacher:

The teacher is free to choose the readings. It might be a good idea to select the texts that require the most context, such as daily life, or that are particularly sensitive, such as those on death and violence. 

• Reading in teams:

For certain themes, there are several readings on a given topic, often written from different viewpoints such as food, games and bombs. 

Writing 

• Describe an episode in a comic strip. 

• Write a new chapter or a continuation of a story. 

• Write a letter to one of the characters in a book: Kees, Kees’s father, the soldier father, the General, the General’s cook, a Canadian soldier, little Traudi, a veteran. 
• Write a post card to one of the characters. 

• Write a song or poem about peace or war. 

Oral 

• Relate an episode from the book that the others have not read yet. 

• Say what they would have done in the place of one of the characters.
• Recreate the dialogue between two characters. 

• Recite a poem inspired by the reading. 

• Compose a song honouring one or more of the characters. 

2. ARTS 

Visual arts 
• Draw a portrait of one or more characters in the book. 

• Illustrate an episode or scene in the bok. 

• Make a mural of the principal events. 

• Make a poster promoting peace. 

• Study or research propaganda posters from the Second World War. 

• Make a model of Kees’s house and place the characters in it.
Theatre 

• Act out one or more scenes from the book. 

• Put on a puppet show based on scenes from the book. 

• Make masks of the characters in the book and act out a scene. 

3. SOCIAL STUDIES AND HISTORY

• Locate the various events mentioned in the book on a time line. 

• Compare daily life in Holland during the war with life today.
• Compare the Second World War to other wars (reasons for the war, level of destruction, number of victims, consequences, media coverage).

• Study the roles of parents and children during daily life in wartime. 

4. MORAL EDUCATION

• Study the attitudes of children towards the enemy.
• Think about how to judge the enemy in history. 

• Study the role of compassion. 

• Consider how to find the path to peace. 

 Useful pages for activities in:
1. Language (reading, writing, oral)

2. Arts (visual arts, drama)

3. Social education

4. Moral education

1. Daily life under the occupation: 

• In War and Peace in My Backyard: 


• pp. 9–16: Daily life: German patrols, traitors, odd cars.

2. Food and food shortages: 

• In War and Peace in My Backyard:

• pp. 16; 26–29: bread and lard and other “delicacies.” 

3. Bombs and terror: 

• In War and Peace in My Backyard:

• pp. 20–23; 41–42: Bombers day and night, bomb threats at school.

4. Children play during the war: 

• In War and Peace in My Backyard: 


• pp. 23–26; 30–35: Dutch children playing during the war. 


• pp. 35–40: Stealing from the Germans is a dangerous game. 

5. The German occupation of Holland: 

• In War and Peace in My Backyard:


• pp. 17–19: The German General takes the house. 


• pp. 41–45: A discovery: this German soldier is a father. 

6. War and the presence of death: 

• In War and Peace in My Backyard:

• pp. 46–52: War brings death. 


• pp. 80–83: Even the liberation is accompanied by horror. 

7. The long-awaited liberation: 

• In War and Peace in My Backyard:


• pp. 67– 74: The Canadians finally liberate us. 


• pp. 75–79: Life with the Canadian soldiers. 

8. Strange and joyful games after the war: 

• In War and Peace in My Backyard:


• pp. 84–94: A bunch of new games for us. 

9. Peace celebrations: 

• In War and Peace in My Backyard:


• p. 97–101: We can finally celebrate peace. 

10. The little angel of peace and forgiveness: Traudi: 

• In War and Peace in My Backyard:


• pp. 102–105: A little German girl teaches us to live in peace. 
Research topics using the book: 

• Daily life under the occupation 

• Hunger and other deprivations 

• Bombs and terror 

• School during the war 

• Children’s games 

• War and encounters with death 

• Waiting for the liberation 

• Life with the liberators 

• After our deliverance, new games 

• Peace celebrations:, sometimes joyful, sometimes sad 

• Misery of the German children during the “peace” 

• The path to forgiveness with an enemy girl 

RESOURCES

1. BOOKS IN ENGLISH
for children about the Second World War
A Bag of Marbles, by Joseph Joffo, translated by Martin Sokolinsky. University of Chicago Press. 

In 1941, Paris was occupied by the Nazis, who required all Jews to wear yellow stars. The resulting racism left no choice for the Joffo brothers, two Jewish boys whose father ran a hair salon in Paris: they had to flee. Maurice, 12, and Joseph, 10, had to join their older brothers, Henri and Albert. Their parents followed later. Joseph Joffo tells a captivating tale of the different stages of their race to freedom, how they got by and managed to survive in occupied France and, finally, what happened to the members of the Joffo family after the occupation. 

I Am a Star: Child of the Holocaust, by Inge Auerbacher. Puffin Books.

True story of a child who survived a concentration camp. 
War and Peace in My Backyard, by Kees Vanderheyden. Éditions de la Paix. 

True story of a Dutch child living under the German occupation and the Allied liberation: daily life, deprivations, bombs, games, the liberation and its joys. 

My Childhood in Nazi Germany, by Ilse Koehn. Puffin Books. 

When we think of the Second World War (1939–1945), we often think of those who were persecuted. The people of Germany also suffered and many did not approve Hitler’s war policy. Ilse Koehn was six years old in 1935. Ilse traces her life from the time of her evacuation to the countryside in a camp for Hitler Youth to her return to Berlin, where life had become increasingly difficult as a result of the war and the bombing. The war ended well for her since her family was reunited, but this was not the case for many others. 

Rose Blanche, by Roberto Innocenti. Creative Education, Inc. 

Hidden from all, Rose Blanche takes some food to the terribly thin children huddling behind the barbed wire. The text uses images to talk about the war and the camps, from the point of view of a courageous young German girl. To be read with an adult for better understanding. 

Star of Fear, Star of Hope, by Jo Hoestlandt. Walker and Company.
A raid in the summer of 1942 breaks up a friendship. An upsetting tale related through the eyes of a naive eight-year-old girl. 

The Winged Watchman, by Hilda Van Stockum. Bethlehem Books.
This acclaimed story of World War II is rich in suspense, characterization, and spiritual truth. Every element of occupied Holland is united in a story of courage, hope, and faith. Children of all ages will enjoy the humour, suspense, courage and triumph of this story a favourite for family reading!  
The Little Riders, by Margaretha Shemin. Beachtree Books.
Young American Joanne Hunter is stranded in German-occupied Holland with her Dutch grandparents. The German CO, Captain Kessel, begins to wage war on the village’s morale, and Joanne’s house must quarter another German officer, Lt. Braun, who finds himself torn between his duty and distaste for Kessel’s methods. When Kessel threatens the lead statues of 16th-century freedom fighters in the town clock, Joanne and her grandparents rally the villagers to save Kirkendam’s “little riders.”

But Can the Phoenix Sing? by Christa Laird. Greenwillow Books.
With the Nazis tightening their death grip on the Warsaw Ghetto, Misha Edelman escapes through the sewers. He joins a band desperately trying to fight back and save as many Jews as they can. Thirty years later, trying to come to terms with all he has done and seen, Misha writes an autobiographical letter to the stepson who wonders why he always seems so stern and forbidding.

Cassie’s War, by Allan M. Winkler. Royal Fireworks Press.
Cassie’s world was changed utterly by the outbreak of World War II. Her best friend was sent to an internment camp for Japanese-Americans, her father became a soldier, her mother became a working woman. And Cassie grew into a young adult.

The Devil in Vienna, by Doris Orgel. Penguin Books.
A Jewish girl and the daughter of a Nazi have been best friends since they started school, but in 1938 the 13-year-olds find their close relationship difficult to maintain.

The Diary of a Young Girl, by Anne Frank. Doubleday. 

The diary of a Dutch teenager, hidden with her parents, but later discovered by the Germans and sent to a concentration camp, where she died.

Don’t Say a Word, by Barbara Gehrts. Margaret K. McElderry Books. 

Living in Berlin during World War II, Anna finds herself and her family growing more and more aware of the dangerous direction in which her country is moving as her friends start to die.

The Final Journey, by Gudrun Pausewang, translated by Patricia Crampton. Penguin Books.
During World War II, 11-year-old Alice, whose life has been sheltered and comfortable, discovers some important things about herself and the people she meets when she and her grandfather board a train and begin an increasingly intolerable journey to an unknown destination.

Greater than Angels, by Carol Matas. Scholastic.
Anna, a teenaged German refugee, relates how she and other Jewish children were cared for by the citizens of Le Chambon-sur-Lignon, France, during the German occupation.

The Hideout, by Sigrid Heuck, translated by Rika Lesser. E.P. Dutton.
Rebecca, living in an orphanage in Germany during World War II, finds her only refuge with a boy hiding out in a nearby cornfield, where their imagination lets them retreat into a fantasy world of their own making.

Peace Crane, by Sheila Hamanaka. Morrow Junior Books.
After learning about the Peace Crane, created by Sadako, a survivor of the bombing of Hiroshima, a young African-American girl wishes it would carry her away from the violence of her own world.

The Snow Goose, by Paul Gallico. Alfred Knopf.
Against the backdrop of World War II, friendship develops between a lonely crippled painter and a village girl, when together they minister to an injured snow goose.

A Traitor among Us, by Elizabeth Van Steenwyk. Eerdmans Books for Young Readers.
In occupied Holland in 1944, 13-year-old Pieter becomes increasingly involved in the work of the Dutch Resistance even though he knows the risk of being discovered by the Nazi informer who lives in his village.

War without Friends, by Evert Hartman. Crown Publishers. 

In a small Dutch town during World War II, 14-year-old Arnold, a member of the Hitler Youth, feels increasingly isolated and trapped between his father’s fervent support of the Nazi party and his classmates’ hostile opposition to all the Nazis stand for.

2. BOOKS IN FRENCH

La seconde guerre mondiale, by Annette Wieviorka and Michel Pierre. Casterman (Repères Histoire). 

This small book provides a very complete summary of the Second World War. It is divided into five parts: causes and origins of the war; Axis victories until 1942; Allied victories from 1942 to 1945; the German occupation, collaboration and resistance; and genocide. The explanations are very clear, there are few unnecessary details and the vocabulary is appropriate. 

La peur au coeur, by Josée Ouimet. Éditions du Boréal. 

Germany, the end of the 1930s: Nazism gains ground and thousands of people discover the horrors of war. That’s what we learn by following little Hélène. Motherless, she will also lose her father, then her lover, and finally her uncle, the last member of her family. She will live in fear and deal with human treachery and baseness, as well as solidarity and generosity, which will enable her to believe in life. 

Fidèles éléphants, by Yukio Tsuchiya, translated by Michèle Marineau. Éditions Les 400 Coups. 

In 1943, the world is at war. Every day, bombs fall on Tokyo, Japan. The Japanese army is afraid that the bombs will hit the Ueno zoological garden and the wild animals will get loose, endangering the people. The army orders the zoo-keepers to kill all the large animals. Despite their sorrow, the zoo-keepers obey. The lions, tigers, leopards, bears and large snakes die first. Yukio Tsuchiya’s book tells the sad, yet true story of what happened when it was time for the elephants to die. 

Les enfants du silence, by Jean-Pierre Guéno. Éditions Milan. 

Autobiographies of three Jewish children who experienced the trauma of separation at the beginning of the war. 

Enfants en guerre, by Kees Vanderheyden. Éditions du Boréal. 

Memories of children from European countries who lived on both sides of the conflict during the Second World War, their courage, games and fears. 

Juin 40. Peur sur la route, by Philippe Barbeau. Nathan, Collection: Romans de la mémoire. 

In June 1940, France was in total chaos and people tried to head south to flee from the enemy. This was a particularly difficult period which Philippe Barbeau recounts through the eyes of a 14-year-old boy living in Blois. Georges’s mother decides to send him away from danger, fearing that he will be forced to enlist in the army. Alone, the young man experiences fear, hunger and fatigue. The novel traces an experience that is both personal and historical. The work is filled with emotions and information about the historical content. 

La petite fille de la ville, by Liouba Voronkova. Nathan. 

The Second World War in Russia: young Valia, who is all alone after the bombing of her city, follows the procession of refugees. She is taken in by a country family whose father is at the front. It is not easy for her to adapt physically and emotionally to this new environment. 

La lettre allemande, by Géva Caban. Le Seuil. 

While their mothers tan on the beach, the children explore the bunker. This is the start of a historical quest, particularly after they find a letter dating back to the last war. 

3. EXCELLENT FILMS 

ABOUT CHILDREN DURING 

THE SECOND WORLD WAR

Au revoir, les enfants, film by Louis Malle 

A true story narrated by the producer, Louis Malle, a former student at the Collège Sainte-Thérèse. In the film Au revoir, les enfants, he recounts a painful period experienced by the district in 1943/1944 under the Occupation. 

La vita e bella, film by Roberto Benigni 

1938: Guido is a cheerful young man, filled with vitality. He leaves the Tuscan countryside to look for happiness in the city. Despite problems with the Fascist administration, Guido dreams of opening a book store. He falls in love with a school teacher, Dora. In order to win her over, he invents all sorts of chance encounters and his imagination and freedom finally enchant the young woman. As in fairy tales, Guido carries her off on the day of their engagement. Five years later, Guido and Dora have a son: Giosuè. But racial laws have been enacted in Italy. Guido is Jewish. One day, Dora goes home and finds her husband and son gone. They have been deported. Out of love for them, she climbs on the train that is carrying them away. Inside the concentration camp, Guido is obsessed with saving his child from the hell that exists there. 

Hope and Glory, film by John Boorman 

During the Second World War, a seven-year-old child lives with his family in London under the German bombing. As a result of the danger, they go to live with his grandfather in the country. 

Monsieur Batignole, film by Gérard Jugnot 

Paris, July 1942, under the German occupation. Edmond Batignole, an ordinary man, a butcher by trade, tries to survive as so many others do. He deals with his bad conscience, supported in his principles by those around him, until reality brings him face to face with Simon, a young Jewish child who is being persecuted. 

4. SOME WEBSITES 

People talk about their childhood experiences during the war and they answer your questions.
http://www.youth.net/memories/welcome.html

Children of WW2
http://www.beonline.org.uk/opencms/opencms/Youth/external_links/ww2children.html

German soldiers and other info http://www.geocities.com/herrvermylen/Beginpage.html

Memories of Seniors during WW2 http://www.youth.net/memories/welcome.html

Anne Frank Museum  
http://www.annefranck.org
Canadian War Museum
http://www.warmuseum.ca/

Imperial War Museum
http://www.iwm.org.uk/server/show/nav.001008

Kees Vanderheyden’s home page
http://felix.cyberscol.qc.ca/lq/auteurV/vander_k/vand_k.html
5. Canadians and 

the Second World War 

During the Second World War, 1,100,000 Canadians served, including 106,000 in the Royal Canadian Navy and 200,000 in the Air Force. Of this number, 42,042 were killed and 54,414 injured. 

On June 6, 1944, 14,000 Canadian soldiers landed in Normandy, including 450 who parachuted in or landed in gliders. Ten thousand sailors and aircraft pilots also took part. In the first six days of the landing at Normandy, 1,071 Canadian soldiers lost their lives. By the end of the Normandy campaign, approximately 5,020 Canadian soldiers had lost their lives, while 13,000 others were injured or imprisoned. Approximately 5,000 Canadians were buried in Normandy. 

During the six and a half months that the Normandy campaign lasted, the Allied forces (Canadians, Americans and British) reported 210,000 victims (killed, injured or imprisoned). For its part, the German army lost 450,000 victims during the same period. 

NUMBERS OF VICTIMS:

SOME TERRIBLE FIGURES

Total number of war victims: 45 million dead— 
20 million soldiers and more than 25 million civilians!
1. Russia:
21 million dead (10 million civilians)
2. China:
14 million dead (6 million civilians)
3. Poland:
5.7 million dead (5.6 million civilians!)
4. Germany:
4.2 million dead (780,000 civilians)
5. Japan:
2 million dead (672,000 civilians)

6. France:
600,000 dead (400,000 civilians!)
7. USA:
298,131 dead (6,000 civilians)

8. Great Britain:
264,000 dead (92,000 civilians)
9. Holland:
208,000 dead (200,000 civilians!)
10. Canada:
42,042 soldiers dead! 
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